
E D I T O R I A L

SLOPPINESS

This issue of MATCH Communications in Mathematical and in Com-
puter Chemistry contains a remarkable number of papers in which errors in some
earlier published articles are exposed and corrected:

1. Li and Tu [1] correct a paper by Behmaram et al., published in Applied Math-
ematics Letters in 2012.

2. Both Chen and Zhang [2] and Wu et al. [3] point out errors in a paper by
Heydari, published in Vol. 69 of our journal.

3. Yang [4] exposes an error in a paper by Xu and Hua, published in Vol. 68 of
our journal.

4. In addition, in another recent work [5], errors are discovered in a paper by Dong
and Guo, published in Vol. 63 of our journal.

Too many errors in a short time !!!

In my opinion, the cause of such a shameful situation is threefold.

First of all, authors rush to publish their papers, with little or no care if their

results are correct and original, not to mention scientific significance. Nowadays,

the career, income, job, of scholars and “scholars” depend on the number of their

published papers, especially on those in journals with impact factor. The scientific

value of these papers is hardly ever an issue.

Second, the existence of numerous erroneous papers in journals in which refereeing

is obligatory (as it is the case at MATCH Communications in Mathematical

and in Computer Chemistry), reveals a careless and incompetent refereeing.

Colleagues asked to act as referees, often get rid of this chore (anonymous and un-

paid anyway) as fast as they can, sometimes without even reading the paper they

recommend for publication.



Third, the editors of journals are responsible for selecting appropriate referees,

and for deciding if their reports are trustworthy or not. They too share guilt for the

proliferation of errors in papers in the area of Mathematical Chemistry.

* * * * *

A Latin proverb says

Errare humanum est

(To err is human)

which sounds as a good excuse for both authors, referees, and editors. However, this

proverb has a continuation:

perseverare autem diabolicum.

(but to persist is diabolic.)

Are we ready to end, or at least to reduce, this malpractice?

Ivan Gutman
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